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Occupational Privilege Tax
Part 5

§501. Title. This Part shall be known and may be cited as the 
"Occupational Privilege Tax." (Ord. 159, 7/5/1966, §1)

§502. Definitions. As used in this Part the following words and 
phrases shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this Section, except 
where the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning:

BOROUGH - the Borough of East Rochester.
COMPENSATION - salaries, wages, commissions, tips, receipts, bonuses, 

fees, or any other income.
EMPLOYER - any person, partnership, unincorporated association, 

institution, trust, corporation or governmental agency that engages the 
individual, whether by salary, wages, bonuses or commissions. Employer 
shall include a self-employed person who engages in his employ the services 
of one (1) or more individuals besides himself.

INDIVIDUAL - any person, male or female, who exercises the privilege 
of engaging in any occupation of any nature, type or kind whatsoever, 
within the corporate limits of the Borough of East Rochester, whether in 
the employ of another or self-employed, from the effective date of this 
Part. [Ord. 263]

OCCUPATION - any livelihood, job, trade, profession, business or 
enterprise of any kind which compensation is received.

OCCUPATIONAL PRIVILEGE TAX or TAX - a tax of ten dollars ($10.00) per 
year levied on each individual exercising the privilege of engaging in any 
occupation as hereinbefore defined, from the effective date of this Part, 
for which annual compensation is received in the amount of one thousand 
dollars ($1,000.00) or more. [Ord. 263]

TAXPAYER - any individual required hereunder to pay the Occupational 
Privilege Tax levied by this Part.

TAX COLLECTOR - the person appointed by the Borough Council of the 
Borough of Each Rochester to collect the Occupational Privilege Tax levied 
by this Part.

The singular shall include the plural, and the masculine shall include 
the feminine and the neuter.
(Ord. 159, 7/5/1966, §2; as amended by Ord. 263, 4/7/1992)

§503. Levy. For general revenue purposes a tax is hereby levied upon 
the privilege of engaging in an occupation within the limits of the Borough 
of East Rochester in the year 1966, from and after the effective date of 
this Part, for which annual compensation is received in the amount of one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or more. Each individual who exercises such 
privilege shall pay an occupational privilege tax in the amount of ten 
dollars ($10.00) per year in accordance with the provisions of this Part. 
(Ord. 159, 7/5/1966, §3)

- 219 -



(24, §504) (24, §504)

§504. Collection Through Employers.
1. Every employer presently located within the limits of the Borough 

of East Rochester shall register with the tax collector within fifteen (15) 
days after the effective date of this Part, and thereafter every employer 
not registered under provisions of this Part shall register within fifteen 
(15) days after the first becoming an employer. Registration with the tax 
collector shall include the employer's name, address and such other 
information as the tax collector may require or request relative to 
collection of the occupational privilege tax.

2. Each employer within the Borough of East Rochester is hereby 
charged with the duty of collecting and paying over to the tax collector 
the said occupational privilege tax of ten dollars ($10.00) per year levied 
upon each individual employed by said employer who exercises the privilege 
of engaging in an occupation, as hereinbefore defined, for the benefit or 
in the service of said employer within the limits of the Borough of East 
Rochester, and who receives annual compensation in the amount of one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or more. As to each individual employed by 
each employer on the effective date of this Part, each employer shall 
deduct the tax from the compensation payable to the taxpayer, file a return 
on a form prescribed by the tax collector and pay to the tax collector the 
full amount of all such taxes on or before September 30, 1966. As to each 
individual thereafter employed in any of the quarterly periods ending 
September 30, 1966 and December 31, 1966, each member shall deduct the said 
tax from the compensation payable to the individual, file a return on the 
form prescribed by the tax collector and pay to the tax collector the full 
amount of all such taxes deducted for each of said quarterly periods on or 
before October 31, 1966, and January 31, 1967, respectively.

3. Any employer who discontinues business or ceases operations on or 
before December 31, 1966, shall, within fifteen (15) days after 
discontinuing business, or ceasing operations, file the returns hereinabove 
required and pay over to the tax collector the full amount of all 
occupational privilege taxes deducted as required by the provisions of this 
Part.

4. The failure or omission of any employer to deduct the occupational 
privilege tax shall not relieve an individual required to pay such tax from 
the duty to file a return and pay such tax to the tax collector.

5. An individual who presents an official receipt evidencing prior 
payment of the occupational privilege tax for 1966, either directly or by 
collection through another employer, shall not have said tax deducted by 
his employer but the employer shall include taxpayer's name in the proper 
return, together with such information as the tax collector may prescribe.

6. Any employer who fails to deduct the occupational privilege tax as 
required by this Section, or who fails to pay such tax to the tax 
collector, shall be liable for payment of such tax in full just as though 
the tax had originally been levied against such employer.
(Ord. 159, 7/5/1966, §4)

§505. Direct Payment by Taxpayers. Every individual subject to the 
payment of the occupational privilege tax for the year 1966 who is 
self-employed, or whose ta-x for any reason is not collected under §504 of
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this Part, shall file a return on a form prescribed by the tax collector 
and shall pay said occupational privilege tax directly to the tax 
collector. Each such individual who becomes subject to such tax on the 
effective date of this Part shall file his return and pay the tax on or 
before September 31, 1966. Each such individual who first becomes subject 
to such tax after the effective date of this Part shall file his return and 
pay such tax on or before October 31, 1966 and January 31, 1967, whichever 
payment date first occurs at least thirty (30) days after the individual 
first becomes subject to the tax. (Ord. 159, 7/5/1966, §5)

§506. Taxpayers. Both resident and non-resident individuals shall, 
by virtue of engaging in an occupation within the Borough of East 
Rochester, become taxpayers and shall be subject to pay the occupational 
privilege tax in accordance with the provision of this Part. (Ord. 159, 
7/5/1966, §6)

§507. Administration and Enforcement. The tax collector appointed by 
the Borough Council of the Borough of East Rochester to collect the 
occupational privilege tax shall, on behalf of the Borough, collect and 
receive the taxes, interest, fines and penalties imposed by this Part, and 
shall maintain records showing the amounts received, the dates such amounts 
were received, the names, occupations and addresses of each taxpayer and 
the names and addresses of all employers subject to the provisions of this 
Part. The tax collector shall prescribe and issue all forms necessary for 
the proper administration of the occupational privilege tax and may adopt 
and enforce rules and regulations relating to any matter pertaining to the 
administration of this Part, including, but not limited to, requirements 
for deductions, requirements for evidence and records, and provisions for 
the examination and correction of returns. The tax collector and agents 
designated by him may examine the records of any employer, or supposed 
employer, or of any taxpayer or supposed taxpayer, in order to ascertain 
the tax due, or verify the accuracy of any return. Every employer, 
supposed employer, taxpayer, or supposed taxpayer, shall give the tax 
collector and agents designated by him all means, facilities and 
opportunities for the examinations hereby authorized. (Ord. 159, 7/5/1966, 
§7)

§508. Penalties. If for any reason a tax due under the provisions of 
this Part is not paid within two (2) months, or sixty (60) days, from the 
date said tax becomes due and payable, interest at the rate of six (6%) 
percent per year on the amount of the unpaid tax due, beginning as of the 
date said tax first became due and payable, and an additional penalty of 
one-half of one percent (1/2 of 1%) of the amount of the unpaid tax, for 
each month, or fraction of a month, during which the tax remains unpaid, 
shall be added and collected. Whenever suit is brought for the recovery of 
an unpaid tax, or a levy is made by distress and sale of goods and 
chattels, the taxpayer shall, in addition, be liable for the costs of 
collection as well as for interest and penalties. The provisions of this 
Section shall apply equally to delinquent taxpayers and to employers who 
are subject to the provisions of §504(6) of this Section. (Ord. 159, 
7/5/1966, §8)
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§509. Collections.
1. The tax collector shall collect, by suit or other appropriate 

remedy, all taxes, interest, penalties, fines and costs due under the 
provisions of this Part and unpaid, and for such purposes of the tax 
collector is hereby authorized to pursue any or all of the various 
procedures and remedies set forth in Sections 18, 19, 20 and 21 of Act No. 
511 of the 1965 General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
approved on December 31, 1965, just as though said Sections were in fact a 
part of this Part.

2. The tax collector may accept payment under protest of the tax 
claimed by the Borough in any case where any individual or employer 
disputes the Borough's claim for the tax. If a court of competent 
jurisdiction thereafter decides that there has been overpayment to the tax 
collector, the Borough Council of the Borough of East Rochester shall 
direct the tax collector to refund the amount of the overpayment to the 
individual or employer who paid under protest.
(Ord. 159, 7/5/1966, §9)

§510. Violations.
1. Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provision of 

this Part shall, upon conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not 
more than six hundred dollars ($600.00) plus costs and, in default of said 
fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment not to exceed thirty (30) days. 
Every day that a violation of this Part continues shall constitute a 
separate offense. [Ord. 263]

2. The failure of any individual, person or employer to receive or 
procure the forms required for making the return required by this Part 
shall not excuse him from making such declaration or return.
(Ord. 159, 7/5/1966, §10; as amended by Ord. 263, 4/7/1992)

§511. Effective Date. This Part shall become effective in accordance 
with the Act of December 31, 1965, Act No. 511, and its amendments, and 
shall remain in effect thereafter for the year 1966, and shall continue on 
a calendar year basis, thereafter, without annual re-enactment. (Ord. 159, 
7/5/1966; as added by Ord. 263, 4/7/1992)
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