
 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of East Rochester 

was held Wednesday, February 5, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at Rochester Borough Council Chambers, 

Rochester, PA. 

 

Meeting was called to order and Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was 

taken.   

 

PRESENT:  John Drumm, George Davies, James Simon, Joseph Seminick      

 

ALSO PRESENT:   Solicitor Paul Steff, Sgt. Dawn Shane, Engineer Jeff Frye and 

Borough Secretary,  

 

ABSENT:   Councilman David Wagner, Code Officer Patrick McGuire, Mayor Robert Knox 

 

CITIZENS REPORT:  None 

 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:   Mr. Drumm asked if there were any 

corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting.  There being none, Mr. Simon made motion 

to accept minutes of the previous meeting, Mr. Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all 

in favor and motion carried.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   Secretary said she received an email and phone call from Mr. 

Nagle of Western Land Services.  He indicated that Duquesne Light is wanting to acquire an 

agreement from the borough to install an anchor that will land on borough property.  The 

anchor will be attached to a pole that Duquesne Light is replacing that is currently in the 

borough right-of-way.  Mr. Nagle sent an agreement to the borough office which was then 

forwarded to Solicitor Steff for his review and comment.  Solicitor Steff indicated his 

comments regarding this matter.  After discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Seminick and 

seconded by Mr. Davies to enter into the agreement to allow for the installation of an anchor 

that will be on borough property.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and the motion was 

carried.  Mr. Frye indicated that he had also reviewed the agreement and said it seems in order.   

 

Borough secretary indicated she had received a phone call from Workwise (formerly Personnel 

Concepts) regarding a labor law obligation of the borough for Mr. Gozur and the secretary to 

watch a video regarding work place matters.  Solicitor Steff said he and the borough secretary 

discussed this matter and he researched OSHA Guidelines and there is a requirement for 

training, but there is no research that indicates that the borough secretary must also be involved 

in the training.  He indicated that our borough laborer does not handle new construction and 

hazardous chemicals, etc.  Council discussed this matter and it decided not to participate in the 

training video. 

 
Letter was received from Lacock Cremation Services indicating that they recently applied for 

GP-14 State Only Operating Permit.  Lacock Cremation Services is requesting a formal 

response from the borough indicating all required zoning approvals or variances have been 

secured for the installation and/or operation of the crematory incinerator.  Secretary was 

instructed to send letter to Lacock Cremation Services. 

 

 



 

 

MAYOR and POLICE:  Sgt. Shane gave report as follows:  In December there were 29 

calls for service and one citation.  In January there were 55 calls for service, 1 arrest and 8 

citations.  Sgt. Shane said that in the year 2024 there were 757 calls for service, 23 arrest and 

181 citations.  

 

STREETS & SEWERS:    It was mentioned that the manhole cover on Spruce needs 

replaced.  After discussion about this matter, Mr. Seminick made motion for Drumm & Sons to 

replace the casting on the manhole on Spruce Avenue.  Mr. Simon seconded.  Votes were Mr. 

Seminick – yes; Mr. Davies – Yes and Mr. Simon – yes.  Mr. Drumm abstained from voting on 

this motion.  The motion was carried. 

. 

BUILDING PERMITS:  No building permits were issued for the month of December 

2024 and January 2025. 

 

FINANCE AND BUDGET/TAX REPORT: Tax Collection for December $731.65; 

tax collector commission for December $36.58; Tax Collection for January $1,091.39; tax 

collector commission for January $54.57; Total all bills $12,200.82 (December 6 to January 8); 

Total all bills January 9 to February 5, 2025 $30,369.02; Total payroll $4,026.57 (December 6 

to January 8 Street, Secretary, Tax Collector); Total payroll January 9 to February 5, 2025 

$4,048.25; Pennvest $1,024.95 each for January and February; Rochester Area Joint Sewer 

Authority collections - $4,606.34 for October, $4,748.45 for November and $3,866.69 for 

December 

 

1.  Approve tax collector’s commission 

2.  Approve payment of bills  

  
Mr. Davies made motion to pay tax collector’s commission for December and January.  Mr. 

Seminick seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

Mr. Simon made motion to pay bills for December and January.  Mr. Seminick seconded.  By 

way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:   No report 

 

SOLICITOR, ORDINANCE & LITIGATION:  Progress 

  

BOROUGH ENGINEER:  Mr. Frye indicated that the liquid fuels report was submitted 

to the state.  He is in the process of finalizing the plans for the Green Light Go Grant.  He is 

still waiting for a signed copy of the grant agreement from PennDOT. 

 

Discussion was held about advertising for bids for construction pursuant to the Green Light Go 

Grant guidelines.  Mr. Simon made motion to authorize Mr. Frye to advertise for bids for 

construction pursuant to Green Light Go Grant Guidelines, once the agreement is received from 

PennDOT.  Mr. Seminick seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was 
carried. 

 

RECREATION:   Progress  

 



 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

NEW BUSINESS:  Mr. Drumm asked the secretary to get the borough street foreman to 

install signs at the gazebo area regarding residents cleaning up after their dogs.  He noticed a 

resident not cleaning up after their dog. Sgt. Shane said to call police. 

 There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Simon and seconded by Mr. 

Seminick to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Janice Dunn, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 


