
 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of East Rochester 

was held Wednesday, April 2, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at Rochester Borough Council Chambers, 

Rochester, PA. 

 

Meeting was called to order and Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was 

taken.   

 

PRESENT:  John Drumm, George Davies, James Simon, Joseph Seminick and David 

Wagner     

 

ALSO PRESENT:   Mayor Robert Knox, Solicitor Paul Steff, Sgt. Dawn Shane, Engineer 

Jeff Frye and Borough Secretary,  

 

ABSENT:   Code Officer Patrick McGuire 

 

CITIZENS REPORT:  None 

 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:   Mr. Drumm asked if there were any 

corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting.  There being none, Mr. Wagner made 

motion to accept minutes of the previous meeting, Mr. Seminick seconded.  By way of roll call 

vote, all in favor and motion carried.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   None 

 

MAYOR and POLICE:  Mayor Knox gave report as follows: There were 46 calls for 

service in March; 3 citations issued and 1 arrest.  

 

STREETS & SEWERS:    Mayor Knox said there is separation in the road at 115 Lacock 

and 830 Spruce.  He said a tree is falling on Linton and the roadway near the guardrail is 

deteriorating 

. 

Mr. Frye said the borough received one bid for the lift station project.  He said the bid was from 

V Systems, which is a CoStars vendor.  He read the breakdown of the bid.  The total bid to 

replace generator, replace 2 pumps, install breakaway fittings, rails, crane, bar screen and new 

concrete and electrical work is $103,080.00.  Discussion was held about installing natural gas 

generator instead of diesel fuel to run the lift station.  Mr. Frye recommended that natural gas 

generator be installed.  The price would be approximately $31,895.  Mr. Simon asked about 

warranty.  Mr. Frye said there is a two-year warranty on everything.   

 

Mr. Drumm said the borough has the money in the sewer maintenance account to cover this 

project.  Mr. Frye also mentioned that the lift station area would be re-graveled.  Mr. Wagner 

asked about an extended warranty.  Mr. Frye said he would inquire about an extended warranty. 

 

After discussion, Mr. Wagner made motion to proceed with lift station project in accordance 

with bid presented by V Systems.  Mr. Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor 

and motion was carried.   

 

 



 

 

Mr. Drumm indicated that there is an issue with the storm sewer culvert between the residences 

of Mr. Mason and Mr. Lucadamo on Oak Avenue.  He said this is an emergency situation as 

the ground is sinking and there is a big hole between the two properties.  He said the pipe has 

deteriorated and the culvert needs repaired.  Right now, the area is fenced off.  Mr. Drumm said 

he conferred with the solicitor about this situation and if the project is put out for bid it would 

not be able to be worked on for 4 to 5 months.   

 

Mr. Drumm said that since this is an emergency situation, his company can do the necessary 

work.  He indicated that the hole will get bigger if there is a lot of heavy rains.  He said the cost 

for him to do the project is $30,000 to $35,000.  He said 60 feet of pipe needs replaced.   

 

Mr. Drumm indicated that letters were drafted and signed by Mr. Mason allowing him to enter 

onto Mr. Mason’s property.  Same letter was drafted to Mr. Lucadamo and waiting to get 

signed letter back.   

 

After discussion of this situation, Mr. Seminick made motion to allow Drumm & Sons 

Contracting to perform the necessary storm sewer repairs on Oak Avenue between the 

properties of Terry Mason and Rocco Lucadamo.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  A vote was taken as 

follows:  Mr. Seminick   - Yes 

               Mr. Davies – Abstain 

               Mr. Wagner - Yes 

               Mr. Simon – Yes 

              Mr. Drumm – Abstain 

 

By a vote of “Yes” of the majority of council members.  The motion was carried. 

 

Secretary indicated that Kaiden Merz will be the summer helper.  As per previous year, he will 

work up to 20 hours a week for an hourly wage of $11.00 per hour.  Mr. Simon made motion to 

accept Kaiden Merz as summer help for up to 20 hours per week at the rate of $11.00 per hour.  

Mr. Seminick seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and the motion was carried. 

 

BUILDING PERMITS:  No building permits were issued for the month of March. 

 

FINANCE AND BUDGET/TAX REPORT:    Tax Collection for March $58,277.57; 

tax collector commission for March $1,748.41; Total all bills $26,812.11 (March 6 to April 2); 

Total payroll $3,910.12 (March 6 to April 2 - Street, Secretary, Tax Collector); Pennvest 

$1,024.95 for April; Rochester Area Joint Sewer Authority collection – $4,685.17 

 

1.  Approve tax collector’s commission  

2.  Approve payment of bills  

  
Mr. Wagner made motion to pay tax collector’s commission for March.  Mr. Davies seconded.  

By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

Mr. Simon made motion to pay bills.  Mr. Seminick.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and 

motion was carried. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:   No report 

 



 

 

SOLICITOR, ORDINANCE & LITIGATION:  Progress  

 

BOROUGH ENGINEER:  Mr. Frye indicated that bids were opened today at 2:00 for 

the Green Light Go project.  There was only one bid received from Traffic Control & 

Equipment.  The total bid was $281,479.55.  Mr. Frye indicated that the grant is for $287,500 

of which the borough is responsible for the 20% match or $57,500.  He indicated that 

engineering work is applied toward the match amount.  Mr. Davies made motion to accept bid 

from Traffic Control & Equipment in the amount of $281,479.55.  Mr. Seminick seconded.  By 

way of roll call vote, the motion was carried.   

 

RECREATION:   Mayor Knox said he thought about having an Easter Egg Hunt but 

decided not to proceed.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Mayor Knox said he noticed some damage to the gazebo.  

He said the flag pole lighting should be completed and feels that Mr. Gozur can take care of 

that.  Mayor Knox also indicated that in the area of 832 Spruce the hillside has been wet and 

suggests calling the water authority. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Mr. Drumm indicated to Mr. Frye to see if V Systems can install a 

spigot at the lift station. 

 

Mrs. Ahern asked to speak since she was not present during Citizen’s portion of the meeting.  

She asked Mr. Drumm how much it cost to repair the storm sewer on Spruce and he responded 

approximately $3,100. 

 

She also asked about the rule for posting the meeting agendas.  Secretary indicated that the 

monthly meeting agendas are posted on the borough website at least 48 hours before each 

meeting. 

 

Mrs. Ahern indicated to council that there will be costs incurred when she files claims at the 

magistrate’s office to collect LST or mercantile taxes from a few businesses in the borough.  

Mr. Drumm said that is fine and she would be reimbursed by the borough. 

 

Mayor Knox indicated that any resident who wants to volunteer for Earth Day on April 22 

should contact him. 

 There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Simon and seconded by Mr. 

Davies to adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Janice Dunn, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 


