The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of East Rochester
was held Wednesday, May 7, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at Rochester Borough Council Chambers,
Rochester, PA.

Meeting was called to order and Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was
taken.

PRESENT: John Drumm, George Davies, James Simon, Joseph Seminick (arrived at 7:15)
and David Wagner

ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Robert Knox, Solicitor Paul Steff, Sgt. Dawn Shane, Engineer
Jeff Frye, Deborah Ahern, Valerie Delauter, Christine Perry and Borough Secretary,

ABSENT: Code Officer Patrick McGuire

CITIZENS REPORT: Ms. Ahern asked council if they are aware of the Sunshine Act.
She read the section about posting of the meeting agendas. She said the meeting agenda should
be posted at the borough office, meeting location and on the website (if municipality has one).
She feels the agenda should be posted at the borough office so residents can see what is going
on.

She also spoke about rule for answering Right to Know Requests. She said under the law, the
borough has 5 days to respond to a request. She said twice she submitted Right to Know
Requests and received a letter stating that the documents she requested were under legal
review. Mr. Steff explained the procedure for Right to Know Requests and said it is part of his
job as solicitor to review all requests. Other municipalities also consult with their solicitors
regarding Right to Know Requests.

Ms. Ahern asked why everything is run through the solicitor. She asked why is there a need
for legal review. Mr. Steff said the borough can request a 30-day extension. If resident does
not agree, they can appeal. He said 30-day extension is proper response. Ms. Ahern asked Mr.
Drumm if borough secretary can answer Right to Know Requests. Ms. Perry indicated that she
is running as a Republican for borough council and inquired about the procedure for Right to
Know Requests. Mr. Steff explained that situation about different Right to Know Requests.

Mr. Drumm that a discussion will be held about this and an answer to Ms. Ahern’s question
will be given at the next meeting.

Ms. Perry said she has been talking with residents in the borough and one of the main
complaints is that there are no volunteers to do things like cutting grass, etc. for the older
residents. She feels it is a good idea to have volunteers within the borough who can help out
the older residents. She said maybe something could be posted on the borough website. Mr.
Drumm said this will be discussed and an answer will be given at the next borough meeting.

Ms. Perry inquired about the potholes on Ramsey Way. Mr. Drumm explained the situation
that initially the plan was to put drainage and fix the road on Ramsey Way, but the Stewart
Avenue paving was an emergency and the money was diverted to that issue. He explained that
the borough has applied for grants to have paving and new catch basins installed, but will not
know about these until September. Mr. Drumm said the borough can only work with the



money it has.

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING: Mr. Drumm asked if there were any
corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting. Mr. Simon indicated that on page 2 of the
minutes a correction needs to be made under the Streets and Sewer section where the vote was
taken regarding the work on Oak Avenue, his name is listed twice. Mr. Seminick’s name
should be inserted. Mr. Frye said that under the Borough Engineer section, the amount stated
for the Green Light Go Grant is incorrect. Mr. Simon made motion to accept minutes of the
previous meeting with corrections made. Mr. Davies seconded. By way of roll call vote, all in
favor and motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS: Borough Secretary read email from Beaver County regarding a
county blight assessment survey. If the borough wishes, it can submit a spreadsheet with the
addresses and owners of blighted properties within the borough, which the county will update
and maintain. Blight properties mentioned were 125 Pine, 832 Oak Avenue, 825 Oak Avenue
and 844 Fifth Street. Secretary will prepare list and submit to county.

Secretary read quote from V-Systems regarding the installation of a water line at the lift station.
The cost would be $13,975.00. Discussion held by council. Mr. Frye was asked to contact V-
Systems about the water line installation. Mr. Drumm said there once was a house where the
lift station is located and the water line should be there. Hopefully, we can connect to that
water line.

Also, quote was received from V-Systems for a maintenance plan. The annual cost would be
$5,245 per year for 3 years. Mr. Frye said that the work and parts for the lift station by V-
Systems is guaranteed for two years. It was decided by council to put this matter on hold.

MAYOR and POLICE: Mayor Knox gave report as follows: There were 48 calls for
service in April and 2 citations issued.

Mayor Knox indicated that there has been soliciting in the borough without a permit. Sgt.
Shane said a warning is usually given to the person first. She told the Mayor Knox to have
residents call the police.

Mayor Knox also indicated that the area on Spruce is sinking. It is where the water authority
dug up the road to repair the water leak. = Mr. Drumm said he noticed the water authority
driving in the area marking these areas with white spray paint. He assumes they will be
repaving these areas.

Mayor Knox indicated that a lock box should be put on the flag pole so the flag can be lowered.
He is looking into some pricing for same.

STREETS & SEWERS:  Mr. Drumm gave update on the status of the Oak Avenue
work. He said the culvert needs a new floor. He is in the process of laying new pipe. There is
20 feet of old pipe that the side and bottom of the pipe have eroded away.

It was mentioned that due to the recent winds the traffic light at the bridge has turned toward
the hillside. Sgt. Shane said it is very costly for Traffic Control & Equipment to make a service
call. Mr. Drumm said he would talk to Mr. Barrett of Rochester Borough to see if we can use



the bucket truck and get the light turned in the right direction.
BUILDING PERMITS: One permit issued for porch for 794 Fourth Street.

FINANCE AND BUDGET/TAX REPORT: Tax Collection for April $21,724.59;
tax collector commission for April $660.42; Total all bills $14,200.70 (4/3 to 5/7); Total
payroll $6,814.26 (4/3 to 5/7 - Street, Secretary, Tax Collector); Pennvest $1,024.95 for May;
Rochester Area Joint Sewer Authority collection — $4,011.041

1. Approve tax collector’s commission
2. Approve payment of bills

Mr. Wagner made motion to pay tax collector’s commission for April. Mr. Seminick seconded.
By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried.

Mr. Seminick made motion to pay bills. Mr. Simon seconded. By way of roll call vote, all in
favor and motion was carried.

FIRE DEPARTMENT: 3 calls in March; 2 calls in April
SOLICITOR, ORDINANCE & LITIGATION: Progress

BOROUGH ENGINEER: Mr. Frye said he received bonds and certificate of insurance
from Traffic Control & Equipment with regard to the Green Light Go project.

RECREATION: Progress
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Progress

NEW BUSINESS: Progress

There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Simon made motion to
adjourn the meeting. Mr. Davies seconded. By way of roll call vote, all in favor and meeting
was adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Janice Dunn, Borough Secretary/Treasurer



