
 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of East Rochester 

was held Wednesday, June 4, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at Rochester Borough Council Chambers, 

Rochester, PA. 

 

Meeting was called to order and Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was 

taken.   

 

PRESENT:  John Drumm, George Davies, James Simon, Joseph Seminick and David 

Wagner     

 

ALSO PRESENT:   Mayor Robert Knox, Solicitor Paul Steff, Officer Jeff Lizzi, Engineer 

Jeff Frye, Deborah Ahern, Valerie Delauter, Christine Perry and Borough Secretary,  

 

ABSENT:   Code Officer Patrick McGuire 

 

CITIZENS REPORT:  Ms. Delauter mentioned about plugged storm drains on Lacock.  

She said they are all plugged up.  Mr. Drumm said she is “wrong” and she said she is not 

“wrong”.  Mr. Drumm said he had Mr. Gozur go around today and make a list of the ones that 

need to be taken care of.  Mr. Drumm turned the list into Mr. Simon.  On the list is the top of 

5th and Lacock and Spruce and Walnut.  Mr. Drumm indicated that the one at Spruce and 

Walnut is bad and needs cleaned out.  Mrs. Delauter said the one on Lacock near Petrocelli’s 

and there is another one at the corner of Lacock and Second.  Mr. Drumm said these will be 

taken care of. 

 

Mrs. Delauter mentioned that in the borough minutes from August 2022, Mr. Mason came to a 

meeting complaining about the water issue on Oak Avenue near his home and that is what is 

being fixed now.  Mr. Drumm said that for years Mr. Mason has been wanting us to fix the pipe 

drain line that comes from the top of 5th Street.  There is no way that the borough could afford 

to have all that pipe taken care of.  Mr. Drumm said the culvert he repaired handles the water 

from that whole area.  The cheapest thing to do was to fix that culvert so we could get rid of the 

water issue and keep it that way until the borough is able to secure grant money to take care of 

all of 5th Street.  He said this was the cheapest way to repair that issue.  We received prices on 

replacing all that pipe and the prices were so high there is no way the borough could afford 

that.  Mr. Drumm said actually Mr. Mason put fencing in that area.  When there were storms 

the debris got caught and could not come out and flooded out.  She asked why is the borough 

paying for this.  Mr. Drumm said the pipe work there has been there for about 50 years and that 

the borough could not afford to go out onto the roadway.  There are plans for 5th Street to have 

all the pipe work done and sloped to the other side of 5th Street.  Mr. Drumm said it is a 

massive project and we are waiting to hear about the grant.  If we get the grant 5th Street will be 

one of the projects along with Ramsey Way.  Ramsey Way was not done because the money 

the borough had was allocated to take care of Stewart Avenue.   Mrs. Ahern asked if the road 

foreman is taking Friday’s off.  She was asked what Friday and indicated last week.  Secretary 

said he took the Friday off for Memorial Day weekend.  She said it was a vacation day.   Mr. 

Drumm said that on Second Street the storm drain is very deep and cannot be taken care of.    

Mrs. Delauter said all the debris is laying on top of the grates. 

 

Ms. Perry asked about universal trash collection for the borough instead of separate trash 

collectors.   Mr. Seminick said it is cheaper for each individual resident to handle their own 

trash collection.  Mr. Drumm said the borough tried universal trash collection many years ago.  



 

 

Mr. Drumm said there were so many residents that did not pay their bills for trash service, but 

still had their trash picked up.  It was decided back then to have each resident secure their own 

trash collector, because a resident will pay their own bill.    Even though people did not pay the 

borough for their trash bills, the borough still had to pay the trash collection service anyway.  

So that is one reason that was eliminated.    Ms. Perry asked about the borough’s dump site.  

Mr. Drumm said the dump is for borough residents only to dump grass clippings, shrubbery, 

branches and the like.  Secretary has the key for the dump.  She asked about borough clean-up 

days.  Mr. Drumm said residents from outside of the borough would bring stuff over to this 

borough to be picked up and the borough had to pay the bill.  People came in the middle of 

night and dump their stuff in the dumpsters.  It cost the borough more money.  Ms. Perry also 

asked about the Lacock Spring – if possible, for the borough engineer to look at it to see if it 

can be repaired.  Mr. Drumm said previous councils had a trough put in to catch the water.   

The water was tested and showed that it was stagnant water so a drain was put in to drain the 

water runoff.  She also asked about when the lift station is cleaned.  Mr. Drumm said it is 

cleaned out every day.  It is not taken care of on the weekends.  Sometimes there is a lot to 

clean out, namely, diapers, wipes, toys which he has to dig out.  One of the reasons we got our 

borough engineer involved was that there were issues with the lift station and now we are 

paying to have all new equipment installed.  Mr. Gozur, Mr. Simon and Mr Seminick had to get 

hepatitis shots in order to take care of the lift station.   

 

Ms. Perry asked about people not cutting their grass.  We have a code enforcement officer who 

drives around the borough to check on issues.  If the code enforcement officer sees a violation, 

he sends the resident a Notice of Violation and gives them so many days to rectify the 

violation. 

 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:   Mr. Drumm asked if there were any 

corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting.   Mr. Simon made motion to accept minutes 

of the previous meeting with corrections made. Mr. Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, 

all in favor and motion carried.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   None 

 

MAYOR and POLICE:  Mayor Knox gave report as follows: There were 66 calls for 

service in May and 4 citations issued.  

 

Officer Lizzi mentioned that the traffic light at the bridge went out and the police were not able 

to get into the control box.  Traffic Control Systems was called but they indicated that it would 

be costly for them to come to the borough and address the situation.  Therefore, the control box 

was drilled out.  The lock was then fixed.    Mr. Drumm said he turned the light back and now 

it is turned again.  He said he will get Rochester Borough to bring over the bucket truck and get 

the light turned to the right direction.   

 

Mr. Frye said the light poles for the new traffic lights will probably be here in September or 

October.   

 

STREETS & SEWERS:    Mr. Drumm gave update on the status of the Oak Avenue 

work.  He said the work is now completed. 

 

 



 

 

Regarding the work at the lift station – the new generator will be installed either June 3 or June 

4.  Mr. Frye said the project is moving along. 

 

It was mentioned that the manhole on Second and Linton is lifting. 

 

Council was asked if they want the old generator from the lift station.  Discussed and decided 

to try and sell it.  It was mentioned to list on Muni Bid. 

 

Mr. Drumm said that water went over the curb at Terry Mason’s home.  A higher curb needs to 

be installed.  Mr. Frye was asked to speak with someone from Youngblood Paving to see if 

they could install a high curb there. 

 

Mrs. Ahern asked about the curb on Sixth Street Extension.  Mr. Drumm said Youngblood did 

the paving there for Columbia Gas. So, Columbia Gas is responsible for that. 

  

BUILDING PERMITS:  Permit issued for shed at 155 Stewart 

 

FINANCE AND BUDGET/TAX REPORT:    Tax Collection for May $79,964.39; 

tax collector commission for May $2,580.86; Total all bills $65,770.04 (5/8 to 6/4); Total 

payroll $5,921.17 (5/83 to 6/4 - Street, Secretary, Tax Collector, council and mayor); Pennvest 

$1,024.95 for June; Rochester Area Joint Sewer Authority collection – $4,301.43 

 

Mr. Wagner made motion to pay tax collector’s commission for May.  Mr. Seminick seconded.  

By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

Mr. Seminick made motion to pay bills.  Mr. Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in 

favor and motion was carried. A motion was made to pay Drumm & Sons Contracting for the 

Oak Avenue project in the amount of $35,261.84.  A vote was taken as follow:  Mr. Seminick – 

Yes; Mr. Davies – abstain; Mr. Drumm – abstain; Mr. Wagner – Yes; Mr. Simon – Yes.  The 

majority of council voted to pay Drumm & Sons Contracting for the Oak Avenue project.  The 

motion was passed. 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  5 calls in May 

 

SOLICITOR, ORDINANCE & LITIGATION:  Progress  

 

BOROUGH ENGINEER:  Mr. Frye said materials are being ordered for the new traffic 

light at the bridge and they should be here by September or early October.  

  

He said Columbia Gas needs contacted to set up the account for the lift station and get the gas 

line installed.  The cost is $4,942.71 for the installation of the gas service.  A motion was made 

by Mr. Simon and seconded by Mr. Seminick to contact Columbia Gas Company to have 

installation of gas service at the lift station.  By way of roll call vote, all are in favor and motion 

was carried.  Secretary instructed to contact Columbia Gas.  

 

Mr. Frye said that Beaver Falls Municipal Water Authority replaced the water line years ago 

and the tap was not replaced.  Therefore, a new tap-in fee is required for the water line 

installation.  A quote of $13,975.00 was previously received from V-Systems for this part of 

the project.  He said the water tap in was included in the V-Systems quote.  He said new copper 



 

 

fittings, frost free hydrant, water meter pit and copper lines will be installed and backfill will be 

done.  Mr. Drumm said an additional cost will be incurred to have a vac truck come in and 

pump out the system so the water line can be installed.  He mentioned either Tri-State 

Maintenance or Robinson.  This will probably cost an additional $3,000.  Mr. Simon made 

motion to pay the additional cost for the water tap-in and installation of the water line at the lift 

station.  Mr. Seminick seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

RECREATION:   Progress  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Progress 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Progress 

 There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Simon made motion to 

adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and meeting 

was adjourned at 7:45 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Janice Dunn, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 


