
 

 

The workshop and regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of 

East Rochester was held Wednesday, February 4, 2026 at 6:30 and 7:00 p.m., respectively. at 

Rochester Borough Council Chambers, Rochester, PA. 

 

The Workshop meeting began at 6:30 PM. 

 

Ms. Ahern asked about LSA Grants.  Secretary explained that she made three separate LSA 

Grant applications.  The applications were filed by November 30, 2025 and no answer will be 

known until September, 2026.  It was indicated that the list for the LSA grants for 2024 were 

emailed out in December, 2025. 

 

Ms. Ahern inquired about volunteers to do services in the borough the same as the Snow Angel 

program in the City of Pittsburgh.  The borough would match a resident with a volunteer who 

could help the resident.  Mr. Drumm said he would look into such a program and discuss at 

next borough meeting. 

 

Ms. Ahern brought up about letting the ballfield go back to nature.  Mr. Drumm indicated that 

the ballfield had been donated to the borough.  Solicitor Steff said this needs to be researched.   

 

Ms. Ahern asked council if they received the 2024 financial report for the borough.  She said 

the wages for the secretary and road foreman were higher than indicated.  She said the road 

foreman’s wages were $324.00 higher and the secretary’s was $275.00 higher.  Mr. Drumm 

indicated that the borough exceeded the budgeted amount for engineering fees due to the 

various projects in the borough.   

 

Mr. Simon said the snow plow has been repaired.  Ms. Perry asked for an estimate of how 

much was spent for the Trak Skid Steer rental.  Mr. Drumm replied that it was about $1100.00. 

 

It was indicated by Mr. Drumm that since the state declared a state of emergency, 

municipalities may get reimbursed for costs expended for snow removal, etc.  Mr. Gozur has 

kept a record of his overtime during the blizzard, the cost for the rental of Trak Skid Steer, the 

cost for salt.  Secretary indicated she sent the Disaster Resolution to the county. 

 

Ms. Perry said she learned in training that council members are required to take NIMS training.  

Will have to check with Chief Mamone. 

 

 The regular monthly meeting began at 7:00 PM.  The pledge was recited. 

 

PRESENT:  John Drumm, George Davies, Christina Perry, James Simon and David Wagner     

 

ALSO PRESENT:   Mayor Robert Knox, Solicitor Paul Steff, Chief Dawn Shane, 

Engineer Jeff Frye, Joseph Seminick, Deborah Ahern, Valerie Delauter, John Belic and 

Borough Secretary,  

 

ABSENT:   Code Officer Patrick McGuire 

 

ROLL CALL: Roll call taken 

 

CITIZENS REPORT:  John Belic said he is purchasing 826 Oak Avenue from Beaver 



 

 

County Tax Repository.  He presented the paperwork he received from the county so that the 

borough could sign the paperwork.  Mr. Wagner made motion for the borough to sign the 

paperwork from Beaver County Tax Repository in order for John Belic to purchase Tax Parcel 

No. 20-001-0331.000 for the back taxes plus fees.  Ms. Perry seconded. 

 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:   Mr. Drumm asked if there were any 

corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting.   Mr. Simon made motion to accept minutes 

of the previous meeting. Mr. Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion 

carried.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   None 

 

MAYOR and POLICE: Mayor Knox gave report.  There were 53 calls for service for the 

month of January, 1 arrest and 17 citations issued.  

 

Chief Shane said the police department assisted with the Beaver County Drug Tax Force in a 

raid at 62 Maple Street.   

 

STREETS & SEWERS:    Mr. Simon said that Mr. Gozur did a great job during the 

blizzard.  It was indicated that Mr. Gozur should check the catch basins and make sure the area 

around the fire hudrants are clear.   

 

Mayor Knox said that the former All Metals area on Railroad Street had a water line break.  He 

called PennDOT because there was damage to the roadway.  Beaver Falls Municipal Authority 

shut off the line.  The roadway in front of office building was damaged. 

  

BUILDING PERMITS:   No permits issued for January. 

 

FINANCE AND BUDGET/TAX REPORT:    Tax Collection for January $1,493.29; 

tax collector commission for January $74.66; Total all bills $35,286.05 (1/8/26 to 2/4/26; Total 

payroll $4,083.52 (1/8/26 to 2/4/266 - Street, Secretary, Tax Collector); Pennvest $1,024.95 for 

February; Rochester Area Joint Sewer Authority collection for December 2025 – $5,222.28 

 

Mr. Wagner made motion to pay tax collector’s commission for January.  Ms. Perry seconded.  

By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

Mr. Davies made motion to pay bills.  Mr. Simon seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in 

favor and motion was carried.  

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Mr. Seminick said the fire hydrants have been dug out. 
 

SOLICITOR, ORDINANCE & LITIGATION:  Progress  

 

BOROUGH ENGINEER:  The project at the borough building will start shortly.  Still 

waiting on the poles for the project at the toll bridge.   

 

Mr. Frye said he has been reviewing the plans for the Long John Silver project and will have a 

letter to the borough shortly. 



 

 

 

He said he looked at 6th Street and the borough only owns 120 feet.  Mr. Drumm said he talked 

to the 911 Center and waiting to hear back.  He said Mr. Keller will not move the gate.  It was 

suggested to install a sign indicating that “Deliveries for apartment, should enter behind Shop 

‘N Save”.  Mr. Frye indicated that a traffic study would have to be conducted in order to install 

the sign.   

 

RECREATION:   Progress.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Secretary indicated she received two letters of intent for 

Zoning Hearing Board and one letter of intent for Planning Commission.  Mayor Knox said his 

son would like to provide letter of intent for Planning Commission. 

 

Letters of Intent for Zoning Hearing Board were received from Deborah Ahern and Valerie 

Delauter.  Ms. Perry made motion to appoint Deborah Ahern and Valerie Delauter to Zoning 

Hearing Board.  Mr. Wagner seconded.   By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was 

carried. 

 

Mr. Drumm indicated that council will act at next meeting regarding appointment to Planning 

Commission as Mayor Knox’s son wants to submit letter. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Ms. Ahern questioned at to how Rochester Joint Sewer Authority 

determines how much money we get.  Explained that the Borough gets $25 per resident and 

$35 per business based on collections by the sewer authority. 

 

There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Simon to adjourn the 

meeting.  Mr. Wagner seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and meeting was 

adjourned at 7:25 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Janice Dunn, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 


