
 

 

 

 

The reorganization and regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of East 

Rochester was held Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at Rochester Borough Council 

Chambers, Rochester, PA 

 

Meeting was called to order by Mayor Robert Knox and Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Roll 

call was taken. 

 

PRESENT:  John Drumm, Christina Perry, James Simon, David Wagner and George Davies  

 

ALSO, PRESENT:  Mayor Knox, Solicitor Paul Steff, Jeff Frye, Chief. Dawn Shane, Joseph 

Seminick, Anthony Lombardo, Valerie DeLauter, Deborah Ahern and Borough Secretary 

 

ABSENT:  Patrick McGuire 

 

REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING:  At this time, Mayor Knox gave the Loyalty Oath to 

council members Christina Perry, James Simon and David Wagner and Tax Collector, Deborah Ahern.   

 

Mayor Knox asked for nominations for Council President.  Mr. Simon nominated John Drumm.  Mr. 

Davies seconded the nomination.  Mayor Knox asked if there were any other nominations for Council 

President.  There being no further nominations.  Roll call was taken and all were in favor.  John 

Drumm was appointed as Council President. 

 

Mr. Drumm nominated James Simon for Council Vice President.  The nomination was seconded by 

Mr. Davies.  Ms. Perry nominated herself for Council Vice President.  Mr. Wagner seconded her 

nomination.  A roll call vote was taken as follows: 

Mr. Drumm for Mr. Simon 

Ms. Perry for herself 

Mr. Davies for Mr. Simon 

Mr. Wagner for Ms. Perry 

Mr. Simon for himself 

Mr. Simon received the majority of the votes and was therefore, appointed Council Vice President. 

 

Mr. Simon made motion to retain Paul Steff as Borough Solicitor.  Mr. Wagner seconded and by way 

of roll call vote, all in favor, Paul Steff was retained as Borough Solicitor. 

 

Ms. Perry made motion to retain Jeffrey Frye of Michael Baker International as Borough Engineer.  

Mr. Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor, Mr. Frye was retained as Borough 

Engineer.   

 

Mr. Simon made motion to appoint Michael Mamone, Jr. as Emergency Management Coordinator.  

Mr. Davies seconded the motion.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor.  Michael Mamone, Jr. was 

appointed Emergency Management Coordinator. 

 

The reorganizational meeting was adjourned at 7:08 PM and council began the monthly regular 

meeting. 

 

 



 

 

. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

 

CITIZENS REPORT:   Mrs. DeLauter asked about Google Maps.  Mr. Drumm said he is still 

researching the matter and will have an answer at the next monthly meeting.   

 

Ms. Ahern asked about Mr. Gozur’s job description.  She said she feels there should be a job 

description for his position.  Mr. Drumm said the borough is so small that a job description is not 

needed.   

 

Mr. Ahern said she feels council should have discussed the 2026 budget at a Workshop meeting.  She 

said she and Mrs. DeLauter have experience with budgets and are willing to help prepare the annual 

budgets.  Mr. Drumm said one-half hour before the regular meeting is needed for Workshop meeting.  

Mr. Steff said the Workshop meetings are already advertised for 6:30 on day of meeting. 

 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:   Mr. Drumm asked for motion to accept the 

minutes of the previous meeting. Mr. Simon made motion to accept minutes of the previous meeting.  

Ms. Perry seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor of accepting the prior month’s meeting 

minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  Secretary read communication from Rochester Borough Fire regarding 

banquet to be held on Friday, January 16, 2026 at 6:00 at the Rochester VFW.  If anyone plans to 

attend, she needs to know by Thursday.  She also read yearly engagement letter of Michael Baker 

International to provide services to the borough.  Mr. Wagner made motion to accept engagement letter 

of Michael Baker International.  Ms. Perry seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion 

was carried. 

 

MAYOR and POLICE:   Mayor Knox read the report.  There were 58 calls for service, 5 

citations issued.  He said that the Shop with a Cop event was very successful.  

 

STREETS & SEWERS:   Mr. Simon indicated that Mr. Gozur requested two personal days.  Mr. 

Simon made motion to give Mr. Gozur two personal days.  Mr. Davies seconded.    By way of roll call 

vote, all in favor and motion was carried.     

 

BUILDING PERMITS:  No permits issued.  

  

FINANCE & BUDGET TAX REPORT:  Tax Collection $1,806.07; tax collector 

commission $90.30; Total bills paid $17,597.77 (12/4/25 to 1/7/26); Payroll 12/4/25 to 1/7/26 

$4,160.80 (includes street, secretary, tax collector); Pennvest  $1,024.95 (January payment);   

 

Mr. Simon made motion to pay tax collector’s commission.  Ms. Perry seconded.  By way of roll call 

vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

Mr. Simon made motion to pay bills.  Mr. Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and 

motion was carried. 

 

 



 

 

Mr. Wagner made motion to transfer $24,000 from Earned Income Account to General Fund.  Mr. 

Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried.   

 

Mr. Simoon made motion to transfer $15,000 from the Sewer Maintenance account to the Pennvest 

account.  Mr. Davies seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

Secretary submitted proposal from MG-Soft Net for the purchase of a new computer.  Current 

computer is almost 8 years old.  Cost is $995.00 plus $200-$400 set-up.  Mr. Davies made motion to 

purchase new computer for the borough.  Mr. Simon seconded.  By way of roll call vote 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  No report received.  

  

SOLICITOR, ORDINANCE & LITIGATION:  Progress.  

 

BOROUGH ENGINEER:   All paperwork completed and borough building project moving 

forward. 

   

RECREATION:   Progress. 
  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Progress  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Secretary indicated that one person is needed to fill vacancy on Planning 

Commission and two people are needed to fill vacancies on Zoning Hearing Board.  Ms. Ahern asked 

about responsibilities for the Zoning Hearing Board.  Mr. Steff explained the duties.  He said Zoning 

Hearing Board handles variances within the Borough.  He said the guidelines for both Boards are 

stated in the Code of Boroughs. 

 

Ms. Perry indicated that she registered for a course for new council members.  She asked if any other 

members of council would be interested in attending also.  Mr. Davies expressed interest in attending.  

Ms. Perry will forward to him the information. 

 

Mr. Simon made motion to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Perry seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in 

favor and motion was carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:38 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Janice Dunn, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 


