
 

 

 

 The regular monthly meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of East 

Rochester was held Wednesday, March 4, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at Rochester Borough Council 

Chambers, Rochester, PA. 

 

Meeting was called to order and Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was 

taken.   

 

PRESENT:  John Drumm, Christina Perry, James Simon     

 

ALSO PRESENT:    Solicitor Paul Steff, Chief Dawn Shane, Engineer Jeff Frye, Joseph 

Seminick, Deborah Ahern, Valerie Delauter and Borough Secretary,  

 

ABSENT:   Code Officer Patrick McGuire, Geroge Davies, David Wagner and Mayor Knox 

 

ROLL CALL: Roll call taken 

 

CITIZENS REPORT:  Mrs. Delauter asked about the increase in taxes.  She understood 

that the increase was only going to be approximately $30.00 per resident.  Secretary indicated 

that the $30.00 increase referred to the increase in taxes proposed by James Simon at the 

November meeting.  The milage was raised from 4.65 mills to 4.70 mills.  Mrs. Delauter asked 

if the budget is reviewed by each item in order to possibly cut costs. 

 

Mr. Drumm said each council member gets a copy of the preliminary budget to review.  He 

stated that the budget is just a guideline.  Mr. Steff said the budget is prepared in October, 

presented to council in November and adopted in December.   

 

Ms. Ahern asked if anyone questions about the heating gas prices.  Mr. Drumm said the heating 

costs are high because the borough building is old and there is no insulation. 

 

Ms. Ahern asked about the planters that were in front of the building.  She suggested that 

instead of the borough spending money to purchase flowers for the planters that maybe 

residents in the borough would donate seeds or plants. Ms. Perry suggested planting around the 

spring.   

 

Discussion held about 6th Street Extension.  Ms. Ahern said she thought the Mayor looked into 

the issue that a private road cannot be named the same as a borough road.  Mr. Drumm said Mr. 

Restak named it 6th Street Extension.  Mr. Drumm said he has not heard back from the 911 

Center and he is still working on the issue. 

 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING:   Mr. Drumm asked if there were any 

corrections to the minutes of the previous meeting.   Mr. Simon made motion to accept minutes 

of the previous meeting. Ms. Perry seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion 

carried.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   Secretary read the email received about the emergency 

declaration in connection with the major snow storm in February.  There will be no emergency 

funds distributed to Beaver County or to any municipality. 



 

 

 
Ms. Perry indicated that the NIMS site is currently down due to the Homeland Security funding 

issue. 

 

MAYOR and POLICE: Chief Shane gave the report.  There were 87 calls for service for 

the month of February, no arrests and 11 citations issued.  

 

STREETS & SEWERS:    Mr. Simon indicated that there was a big water line break 

along Walnut near Co-Gos.  He said numerous calls were made to Beaver Falls Water 

Authority.  At first the water authority said it was not their responsibility, but did finally admit 

that it was their responsibility and the issue was fixed.   

 

Ms. Ahern asked about the ballfield usage.  Secretary said the ballfield was deeded to the 

borough by the school district with the intent that it is to be used for recreational purposes.  Mr. 

Drumm indicated that if the borough lets the ballfield go back to nature, then the borough will 

be unable to receive grants. 

  

BUILDING PERMITS:   No permits issued for February. 

 

FINANCE AND BUDGET/TAX REPORT:  Tax Collection for February $7,235.43; 

tax collector commission for February $361.77; Total bills paid $24,870.99 (2/5/26 to 3/4/26); 

Payroll 2/5/26 to 3/4/26 $4,475.53 (includes street, secretary, tax collector); Pennvest  

$1,024.95 (March payment); Rochester Joint Sewer Authority collection for January - 

$6,502.33 

 

Ms. Perry made motion to pay tax collector’s commission for February.  Mr. Simon seconded.  

By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

Mr. Simon made motion to pay bills.  Ms. Perry seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor 

and motion was carried.  

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:  No report. 
 

SOLICITOR, ORDINANCE & LITIGATION:  Progress  

 

BOROUGH ENGINEER:  Mr. Frye said he met with Hile Contracting regarding the 

project at the borough building.  Ms. Perry asked if the work done by the transmission company 

in the area across from the borough building impacted what happened at the borough building.  

Mr. Frye indicated “no” 

 

Mr. Frye said he has no update on the Green Light Go project.  The project needs to be 

completed in May 2026. 

 

Mr. Frye said the sanitary sewer on Route 65 and Lacock needs to be cameraed.  He thinks it is 

an old manhole that is caving in.  He said the issue with the pipe may be undermining Route 

65.  He feels it is an emergency issue.  Mr. Frye said we can get an emergency permit from 

PennDOT.  Probably will cost about $7,000 for a new manhole plus sidewalk repair. 

 



 

 

Mr. Frye brought up entering into a Service Agreement with V-Systems for yearly maintenance 

of the lift station.  He said it is a 3-year contract with an annual price of $5,245.00. There is 

currently a warranty, but the warranty can be voided if maintenance is not done.  Mr. Simon 

made motion to enter into Service Agreement with V-Systems for maintenance at lift station.  

Ms. Perry seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

RECREATION:   Progress.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  Secretary indicated that motion to appoint Deborah Ahern 

to Zoning Hearing Board needs to be rescinded as she is not allowed to serve since she is an 

elected official in the borough.  Ms. Perry rescinded her previous motion to appoint Deborah 

Ahern to Zoning Hearing Board.  Mr. Simon seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor 

and motion was carried.  Secretary read letter of intent from Joseph Seminick to serve on either 

Zoning Hearing Board of Planning Commission.  Mr. Drumm asked what Mr. Seminick’s 

preference was.  He chose Zoning Hearing Board.  At this time, Mr. Simon made motion to 

appoint Joseph Seminick to Zoning Hearing Board.  Ms. Perry seconded.  By way of roll call 

vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

Secretary read letter of intent from Bejamin Meyer to serve on Planning Commission.  Mr. 

Simon made motion to appoint Benjamin Meyer to Planning Commission.  Ms. Perry 

seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and motion was carried. 

 

Ms. Perry indicated that applicants should show up at council meeting.  Mr. Steff indicated that 

it is hard to get people to volunteer for positions.  Ms. Perry feels the Code Enforcement 

Officer should be present at least once a quarter to attend a council meeting.  Mr. Drumm said 

he is to call Patrick when he is needed to attend a council meeting.  Mr. Steff said Code 

Enforcement/Zoning Officers are not required to attend council meetings. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  Ms. Perry said she wants it noted in the meeting minutes that NIMS 

website is currently shut down due to government funding. 

 

There being no further business a motion was made by Mr. Simon to adjourn the 

meeting.  Ms. Perry seconded.  By way of roll call vote, all in favor and meeting was adjourned 

at 7:50 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Janice Dunn, Borough Secretary/Treasurer 


